Children’s Home, Mozambique

HIV and AIDS have exacted a terrible toll on children and their families. During the 30 years of the
global HIV-AIDs pandemic, an estimated 17 million children have lost one or both parents due to
AIDS. Ninety percent of these children live in sub-Saharan Africa.
This has greatly affected African communities, with many children across the continent now being
raised by their grandmothers, their extended family or siblings. For others, the loss of their
parents means they may end up on the streets, living a life of abject poverty and violence, as there
is little or no state provision for orphans. In response a plethora of charity-run children’s homes
have sprung up across Africa, some of these excellent others exploitative, and it is sometimes
difficult as a donor to discern the difference.
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We are pleased to have had the opportunity to join hands with a well-respected grass-roots
development organisation in Mozambique to help fund the construction of a new children’s home
in Niassa in the North of the country. Pastos Verdes (Green Pastures), a local Christian charity,
works hard to equip Mozambicans to reach their full potential through community development,
training and discipleship. Manny and Cheryl have met the founders, as one originally heralded
from Kent.

The new children’s home opened earlier this year and will be able to take up to 16 boys. Their aim
is to raise the boys up with good values, a great education and vocational skills so as adults they
can be independent and make a difference in the community. The first 3 boys in the Home are
growing well and are really enjoying the extra activities that they do each week. They are learning
to plough, sow and water the food grown on site, and are learning English, art and keyboard skills.
They also join in with the weekly Children's Club and have literacy classes to speed up their
reading and writing skills. The local schools have huge classes and it is a survival of the fittest that
passes each school year and manages to complete their education. These boys, and the ones that
follow, are set for a bright future.
High Five Club Support: High Five members joined hands to provide £1,500 towards the
construction of the Children’s Home, specifically to help build the kitchen and laundry.
For more information contact Cheryl@highfiveclub.co.uk and visit
www.facebook.com/PastosVerdesMozambique/ and www.pastosverdes.co.uk
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